CHAPTER  SIXTEEN

MARIA THERESA was to experience one more bitter
struggle with Frederick of Prussia, a struggle which
involved a last hopeless conflict with her son Joseph,
On December 31, 1777, Elector Maximilian Joseph of
Bavaria died, leaving no children. He was the last of
the Bavarian line of Wittelsbach. His acknowledged
heir was Elector Charles Theodore of the Palatinate, a
man older than Maximilian Joseph, who was also
childless.

After Maximilian Joseph's death, other German
princes glanced greedily at Bavaria. Joseph, too, was
not averse to increasing his territories, and Kaunitz,
several years before, had prepared a memorandum
proving Austria's legal rights to this south German
Electorate. The ruling families of Central Europe
were so intermarried that it was easy for any of them
to put forward hereditary claims. Apart from men-
tioning how closely the ruling Habsburgs had been
related to the Bavarian House, Kaunitz contended that
certain Bavarian provinces were actually imperial fiefs,
which should return to the Habsburg Crown. He
asserted, for instance, that the Upper Palatinate be-
longed to Austria, because it had once been left to the
rulers of Bohemia, whoever these rulers might be.

Early IB 1777, when it was obvious that Maximilian
Joseph could not live very much longer, Charles Theo-
dore of the Palatinate, his heir, who was afraid of the
undue interest taken in his inheritance by other rulers,